/special report

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS: Kathy Noble celebrating some important milestones.

Kathy tackles
the tough cross
gender 1ssues

Jenna Daroczy

ATHY Noble celebrated her eighth
B birthday quietly afewweeks agoand
er 21st passed without special
mention this year, butshe will be throwing
a “big birthday bash” in Townsville with a
biggroup offriends for her 75thnextweek.
Ittakes areal woman to multi-task three
birthdays ayear, let alone the multitude of
other projects on Kathy’s plate — which is
exactly why Kathy celebrates them all.
“T've just passed eight years since my
operation to become a woman, and 21
years since my two heart attacks, which is
when everything really started to hap-
pen,” she said.
“When the tests came back, the doctors
found I was pumping four times the
amount of prolactin around my body that

a normal female would have, let alone a
man.

“I'd felt Iwas a girl in a boy’s body since [
was six, but at the time I was dealing with
growing up in London during the Blitz, so
that took my mind off it a bit!”

Although cross-dressing since she was
17-year-old Frank Noble, it wasn’t until
the hormone imbalance triggered her
heart attacks that Kathy took steps
towards being acknowledged as awoman,
prompted by overwhelming emotions
and the beginnings of female physical
attributes naturally occurring.

“Inevertold myfirstwife, ormy parents,
but when I shaved off my beard and my
second wife didn’t even recognise me, I
told her what I was going through and,
while surprised, she accepted it,” Kathy
said.

Continued page 14
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