To Federal A-G and the QLD A-G 03-11-2009

Dear Sir,

I would like your considered opinion regarding the first paragraph,
that I should seek legal advice in regard to a 'Recognised Details
Certificate' (RDC) 1in Queensland, which I have been doing for the past
5.5 years, all to no avail.

Why would I need to seek legal advice with regard to my amended UK
birth certificate and UK Passport, as well as my Australian Passport,
Certificate of Evidence of Resident Status, Citizenship Certificate
as these have all been granted by the Governments and departments
concerned, and fully recognise my new name and sex?

I feel that the onus is now on the Queensland Government to come up
with legal advice, as to whether I am fully recognised in Queensland
in my new name and sex. I don't feel that this is my concern, as it
is of the Governments making, because they will not offer us a RDC.

Also I was of the understanding that the people we are to deal with
would know the laws of the land. It appears from the fourth paragraph
that they do not as per the following.

It is now becoming even more confusing as I find out that the laws of
the land are not understood by people who should. I have received a
letter from the Queensland RBDM in which it is stated that “There is
a major difference between a ‘Recognised Details Certificate and the
‘recognition certificate’ referred to in the Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registration Act 2003. The latter requires the person to
have undergone sexual reassignment surgery whereas it is my
understanding that a ‘Recognised Details Certificate’ can be issued
if surgery has not occurred”.

This is so frustrating, to find that people who should understand the
laws, really have no concept.

This is blatantly wrong, as both jurisdictions that offer a RDC
require the person applying to have undergone ‘Sex Affirmation
Surgery’ with the requisite 2 Statutory Declarations from 2 doctors.
The jurisdictions are, Victoria (2005) New South Wales (2009)’ It is
also interesting to note again, that Western Australia does not
require surgery to issue a ‘Recognition Certificate, as laid out
above.

Perhaps you would do me the honour of affording me a meeting in order
to discuss these serious lapses!

Yours Sincerely

Kathy Anne Noble

President, Changeling Aspects
07 3286 9155
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QUERIES TO RBDM QUEENSLAND
22-11-2009

This is in reply to your letter dated 30 October 2009, concerning the fact that you advise
me to get legal advice regarding my enquiry about my birth certificate and passport. My
birth certificate is from the UK, but which passport are you alluding to, my UK or
Australian?

My main question is, am | fully recognised in Queensland by the Queensland
government, or not? This situation is not of my making, and | feel that the onus is not

on me to prove or disprove my legality in Queensland. The Justice department has raised
this issue, so | believe that the onus of proving or disproving my legality rests entirely
with them, along with the question of recognition of my legal status and documents
issued and amended both here and in the UK.

x To this end | will apply to be recognised in Queensland by querying the word
‘State’. | understand the usage for States within Australia, but there is no mention
of ‘Territories’ Is the word ‘State’ used in the context of ‘State meaning Country?’

x Organised political community with government, recognised by the people,
commonwealth, nation, such community forming part of federal republic
(Oxford Dictionary)

X (2) Condition as to constitution, structure (3) of or relating to the supreme civil
government (Macquarie National Dictionary)



x 502.1 Nation. Buffer state, city, city state, commonweal (archaic)
commonwealth, democracy, nation state, polity, republic, republica, sovereignty,
state . (Macquarie Encyclopedic Thesarus)

X 760 Although the constitution gave limited powers to the Federal government
and more extensive power to the States, including all residual power, today it
would probably generally be felt that the Federal Government has a greater
importance in the overall functioning of Australia than do the various state
governments. ( The Macquarie easy guide to Australian law)

In the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 2003, the word ‘State’ is not defined

as meaning a ‘State in Australia’ even in the dictionary section, where it states

‘Recognition certificatemeans a certificate issued under the law of another State that identifies t
person who is the subject of the certificate as

X (@) having undergone sexual reassignment surgery; and
x (b) being the sex stated in the certificate’

There is no mention of Territories in Australia, so are they too excluded from being
recognised if they issued a form of recognition certificate?

A similar situation was encountered during my dealings with the UK Gender recognition
Act 2004. The term ‘General Medical Council (GMC) registered medical practitioners’
,was never written into the Act 2004, and still is not. It was first use by the Vice President
of the Gender recognition Panel in May 2005 and was covered by reference to laws
enacted back to the 1970s

Is this the same situation in regard to the Queensland Act 2003 and the word ‘State’
being covered by earlier legislation?

In Australia | am allowed by

x DIAC to amend my Residency status and Citizenship. They will accept
Recognised Details Certificates, or their equivalent issued in and outside of
Australia. (Print out can be offered)

x DFAT Accept DIAC amendments. (Print out can be offered)

x Personally, | hold a Birth Certificate and Citizenship Certificate, both of which
are‘Cardinal documents’

X | hold a Gender Recognition Certificate (GRC) which is considered to be the
ALPHA document, because without it being issued, then nothing else will
follow.

THE UNITED KINGDOM
x Gender Recognition Certificate, Birth Certificate, Passport, Pension and Tax

AUSTRALIA
x Certificate of Evidence of Resident Status (Form 283 CERS)
Citizenship Certificate
Passport
Change of name

X
X
X
x Driver’s Licence



x Health Insurance Commission Central records amended after surgery
x All other items to be amended before and after surgery (40+)

SO AM | FULLY RECOGNISED IN BOTH AUSTRALIA AND QUEENSLAND,
OR NOT JUST IN QUEENSALND?

Sadly still no answer to this conundrum.

References are supplied to the

THE YOGYAKARTA PRINCIPLES. MARCH 2007

THE RIGHT TO RECOGNITION BEFORE THE LAW

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. Persons of diverse sexual
orientations and gender identities shall enjoy legal capacity in all aspects of life. Each person’s self-
defined sexual orientation and gender identity is integral to their personality and is one of the most
basic aspects of self-determination, dignity and freedom. No one shall be forced to undergo medical
procedures, including sex reassignment surgery, sterilisation or hormonal therapy, as a requirement for
legal recognition of their gender identity. No status, such as marriage or parenthood, may be invoked as
such to prevent the legal recognition of a person’s gender identity. No one shall be subjected to
pressure to conceal, suppress or deny their sexual orientation or gender identity.

States shall:

x  Ensure that all persons are accorded legal capacity in civil matters, without discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity, and the opportunity to exercise that
capacity, including equal rights to conclude contracts, and to administer, own, acquire
(including through inheritance), manage, enjoy and dispose of property;

x Take all necessary legislative, administrative and other measures to fully respect and legally
recognise each person’s self-defined gender identity;

x Take all necessary legislative, administrative and other measures to ensure that procedures
exist whereby all State-issued identity papers which indicate a person’s gender/sex —
including birth certificates, passports, electoral records and other documents — reflect the
person’s profound self-defined gender identity;

x Ensure that such procedures are efficient, fair and non-discriminatory, and respect the
dignity and privacy of the person concerned;

x Ensure that changes to identity documents will be recognised in all contexts where the
identification or disaggregation of persons by gender is required by law or policy;

x Undertake targeted programmes to provide social support for all persons experiencing
gender transitioning or reassignment.

In December 2008, 66 nations at the United National General Assembly supported a
groundbreaking statement confirming that international human rights protections include
sexual orientation and gender identity. Australia was a signatory to the statement

Yogyakarta Principles, as per the Australian Human Rights Report 2009
o Taking all necessary legislative, administrative and other measures to fully
respect and legally recognise each person’s self- defined gender identity



o Taking all necessary legislative, administrative and other measures to
ensure that procedures exist whereby all government-issued identity
papers which indicate a person’s gender/sex-including birth certificates,
passports, electoral records and other documents-reflect the person’s
profound self-defined gender identity.

o Ensuring that such procedures are efficient, fair and non-discriminatory,
and respect the dignity and privacy of the person concerned.

o Ensuring the changes to identity documents will be recognised in all
contexts where the identification or disaggregation of people by gender is
required by law or policy

o In December 2008, 66 nations at the United National General Assembly supportec
a groundbreaking statement confirming that international human rights protections
include sexual orientation and gendéusdettityvas a signatory to the
statement

X Thelnternational Covenant on Civil and Polit{t@CRBhtsis per the Australian
Human Rights Report 2009
o The right to non-discrimination (articles 2(1) and 26)
o The right to recognition before the law (article 16)

X State and Territories quotes in regard to the acceptance of RDCs. Already sent

Yours Sincerely, Kathy Anne Noble.
President, Changeling Aspects
© Changeling Aspects
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24-11-2009
Dear David and Colin,
Thank you for a productive meeting and the opportunity to re-iterate the pressing need

for a Recognised Details Certificate (RDC). | believe that the problems facing both sides
of this equation were understood and accepted.



Since our last meeting, there have been many alterations in the accepted way that issues
concerning the Trans community being able to amend documentation have emerged.
These | enumerated in the report | left with you and my previous letters. They concern
the approach now adopted by Federal government departments and agencies, E.G:-
DIAC, DFAT, Centrelink and others, and not forgetting the Federal Attorney-General’'s
Office.

On these matters, | am always available in an advisory capacity to find ways to implement
change that will be of benefit to Trans people and toward better understanding of our
needs for full legal recognition. To this end, | would like an advisory committee
concerning Trans issues to be set up, with Trans people utilised for their experience in
this field as advisors, as part of that committee.

It was most gratifying, that the points | raised were understood and even more so when
it is considered that you also realise that a RDC will make life easier for the BDM and the
ADCQ, as well as Trans people.

| thank you for your open and honest approach to the fact that you are willing to take
these problems on board. It is also noted that my being a “Pain in the butt” is acceptable.

Yours Sincerely, Kathy Anne Noble.
President, Changeling Aspects
© Changeling Aspects

Good Morning Colin,
Thank you for the meeting yesterday.

Kathy Anne Noble
Changeling Aspects

Afternoon Kathy,

We appreciate your input and your ongoing support. As
David said, he will keep chipping away in an endeavour to assist.

Regards

Colin Wood
Manager, Registration Services

Thank you both for your support.

Kathy



