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Dear Ms Noble

Thank you for your email dated 23 August 2009 regarding the rights of
children being cared for by same-sex parents. The Honourable Cameron Dick
MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Industrial Relations, has asked me to
reply on his behalf. | apologise for the delay in response to you.

| am pleased to inform you that on 11 February 2010, the Surrogacy Bill 2009
was passed by the Legislative Assembly.

The main objectives of the Surrogacy Act 2010 (the Act) are to decriminalise
altruistic surrogacy and provide a legal mechanism for the transfer of
parentage from the birth mother to the intended parents. Persons eligible to
apply for an order to transfer parentage of the child include married or de
facto couples (same-sex and heterosexual couples) as well as single
persons.

The Act also amends the Status of Children Act 1978 (the SC Act) to create a
parentage presumption to the female de facto partner of a birth mother, when
the birth mother conceives a child using a fertilisation procedure (including
self-insemination) with the consent of her female de facto partner. The
parentage presumption created by this amendment will also apply
retrospectively to those children born prior to the commencement of the
amendment.

A related amendment was also made to the Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act 2003 to allow the female de facto couple (whose child is born
as a result of a fertilisation procedure) to apply to the Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registry to register both female parents as parents of the child,
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