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Kathy Knoble

From: Tammy Clinch [tcl33527 @bigpond.net.au]
Sent: Friday, 5 November 2010 10:31 AM

To: "Tammy Clinch'

Subject: important news

To all our friends, colleagues and various acquaintances,

Some (not all) of you have had close contact with us over the last year; some may have wondered where
we have disappeared to. For those who don’t know, or those who only know a tiny bit, the very short
version is that Matt was diagnosed with Gender Identity Disorder just after we had Scarlett and in
essence is no longer here, my partner now is Bridget and she is who | am making my life with because
we still love each other after ten years of marriage and want to be together. Obviously it is not that
simple and there has been a lot to work through both individually, as a couple and as the parents of two
beautiful girls, but | am not going to get into that right now. The last year has been devastating for us,
personally and emotionally but also because we have encountered shocking discrimination at the hands
of the Army and the federal government. We have gone from being the ‘top of the heap’ as a white,
middle class, heterosexual couple, to second class citizens and we don't like it at all. We also don’t like
that there are other people out there who have been pushed into the same position or much worse, but
who don’t have the capacity or resources to fight back like we do. We have decided to take a big leap of
faith and reveal our personal story on a very public stage as the first part in our fight to change the
status quo - we have just finished filming a story with Channel 7’s ‘Sunday Night’ program and are
currently finalising the details of a concurrent story in ‘New Idea’. The story is expected to air on the
evening of Sunday 7t November, with the ‘New Idea’ being on sale Monday 8t November. Please
watch the show, firstly so you can see and hear what we have to say and secondly because the higher
the ratings, the more attention this will get and the more chance we have of making changes for the
better. They have started promoting the story on the radio and internet today
http://au.tv.yahoo.com/sunday-night/ so you may have heard something already.

Additionally, as we will be bound by an exclusivity contract in the week after the story, please try to
support us and make comment on the news stories that are sure to follow as much as you are willing or
able to. We really need to show that we want things to change and that transgender people and their
families are entitled to the same rights as every other citizen of this country. It is possible that people
will be trying to contact us or find where we live and we really do need your help in protecting our
privacy, mostly for our children’s sake and ask that you do not give any personal contact details to
anyone. If necessary, please refer whoever is looking for us to our representatives, Cole Lawson
Communications, who can be contacted on 07 3221 2220 or at http://www.colelawson.com.au/.

| really appreciate the love and support from my friends and family and the wonderful professionals who
have help us through this, it keeps me sane and | would not be still standing without all of you. For those
who | have not been in contact with, hopefully you will understand - | have had a lot to deal with and
had no idea where to start explaining this. We are both more than willing to answer any questions from
our friends and family, we just don’t want our personal contact details shared with the world. We are
still the same people we were before, although a little bit tired and emotional some days! Rahni Saddler
and the rest of the TV crew accused us of being ‘normal’ and we hope all of our friends who realise just
how boring and normal we are can support us publicly and help change the way transgender people
and their families are treated in this country.

Take care and look forward to hearing from you soon,

Tammy
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A brave Aussie’s
fight for acceptance

o his mates and army

buddies, Captain

Matt was a first-rate
soldier and all round ‘good
bloke’, with a loving wife and
| two beautiful daughters.

But behind the rugged
exterior, the 31-year-old was
fighting a secret war as he tried
to combat the feeling that he was
a woman trapped in a man’s body.

Today, with his face framed
by feminine curls and features
touched lightly by make-up,

Matt — now known as Bridget -
tells of the difficult decision to
reveal the truth to his family
and the Australian army.

‘I couldn’t stand it anymore,’
Bridget says of the conversation
in which she told her real feelings
to wife Tammy. ‘We’d gone to bed
one night and I said to Tammy I
had something I needed to talk to
her about. We’'d been married for
eight years, and we had always
been very open with each other.

I said to her you know when
you see an attractive woman,

the transition to
become Britget.
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